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Since 2006, Nova Scotia has welcomed  
students from 182 countries and regions

Afghanistan · Albania · Algeria · American Samoa · Angola · Antigua 
and Barbuda · Argentina · Australia · Austria · Azerbaijan · Bahamas · 

Bahrain · Bangladesh · Barbados · Belarus · Belgium · Belize · Benin 
· Bermuda · Bhutan · Bolivia · Bosnia and Herzegovina · Botswana 

· Brazil · British Virgin Islands · British West Indies · Bulgaria · 
Burkina Faso · Burundi · Cameroon · Canary Islands · Cayman 

Islands · Chile · China · Colombia · Congo · Costa Rica · Côte 
D’Ivoire · Croatia · Cuba · Cyprus · Czech Republic · Denmark · 
Dominica · Dominican Republic · Ecuador · Egypt · El Salvador 
· England · Eritrea · Ethiopia · Fiji · Finland · France · French 
Guiana · Gabon · Gambia · Georgia · Germany · Ghana · Gibraltar 
· Great Britain · Greece · Guatemala · Guinea · Guyana · Haiti 
· Honduras · Hong Kong · Hungary · Iceland · India · Indonesia 
· Iran · Iraq · Republic of Ireland (EIRE) · Israel · Italy · Jamaica 
· Japan · Jordan · Kazakhstan · Kenya · North Korea · South 
Korea · Kuwait · Kyrqyzstan · Latvia · Lebanon · Liberia · 
Libya · Liechtenstein · Lithuania · Luxembourg · Macau · 
Macedonia (Fyrom) · Madagascar · Malawi · Malaysia · Mali · 
Malta · Mauritania · Mauritius · Mexico · Moldova · Mongolia 
· Morocco · Myanmar (Burma) · Namibia · Nepal · Netherlands 

· Netherlands Antilles · New Zealand · Nicaragua · Niger · 
Nigeria · Northern Ireland · Norway · Oman · Pakistan · Palestine 

Territories, Occupied · Panama · Paraguay · Peru · Philippines · 
Poland · Portugal · Qatar · Romania · Russian Federation · Rwanda 

· Saint Kitts and Nevis · Saint Lucia · Saint Martin · Saint Vincent 
and the Grenadines · Saudi Arabia · Scotland · Senegal · Serbia 

and Montenegro · Seychelles · Sierra Leone · Singapore · Slovakia 
· Slovenia · Somalia · South Africa · Spain · Sri Lanka · St. Pierre et 

Miquelon (France) · Sudan · Suriname · Swaziland · Sweden · Switzerland 
· Syria · Taiwan · Tajikistan · United Republic of Tanzania · Thailand · Togo 

· Trinidad and Tobago · Tunisia · Turkey · Turks and Caicos Islands · Uganda · 
Ukraine · United Arab Emirates · United States · Uzbekistan · Venezuela ·  

Viet Nam · British Virgin Islands · Wales · Yemen · Yugoslavia · Yugoslavia · Zambia 
· Zimbabwe
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Message from Dianne Taylor-Gearing, Board Chair and  
Wendy Luther, President & CEO

Thank you to the EduNova Board, Committees, Members and partners for your contributions in 

making 2017-18 an extraordinary year for our organization. We were ambitious and took bold 

action to highlight to the broader Nova Scotia community what our sector brings to the table and 

how this impact can grow through partnerships. In 2017-18 we moved beyond being leaders in our 

province, to being leaders in Canada and the world. 

Being honoured with the PIEoneer Association of the Year Award in London, UK, and the award for 

Outstanding Achievement and Major Contribution to the Field of Career Planning by the Canadian 

Association of Career Educators and Employers for the Stay in Nova Scotia program are high profile 

testaments of what we’ve accomplished together through a collaborative approach to student 

recruitment and retention that is unique in the world.

An overview of the past year’s many student recruitment and retention initiatives are included in 

this annual report. All of these projects contribute to the strength of Nova Scotia’s international 

education sector, with the following initiatives helping to set 2017-18 apart as an exceptional year 

for EduNova: hosting 855 delegates from 43 countries at the Canadian Bureau for International 

Education (CBIE) conference in Halifax, the most delegates from the most nationalities in CBIE’s 

Wendy Luther
EduNova President & CEO

Professor Dianne Taylor-Gearing
EduNova Chair & President of  
NSCAD University
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2   l   EduNova Annual Report 2014–2015

The past 12 months saw many changes and identified promising new opportunities for EduNova. 
EduNova restructured for operational sustainability, to align better with the needs of Nova Scotia’s 
education and training sector as outlined in the recommendations of the new Strategic Plan  
2015-2018. 

In accordance with the Strategic Plan EduNova also undertook a governance restructure, with  
a new Board of Directors being voted in at the July 8th, 2015 AGM. The new Board, comprised of 
five senior leaders from Nova Scotia’s education and training sector and two community members, 
will provide the strategic vision and leadership to chart the course for our sector, which is already 
Nova Scotia’s second largest export. A heartfelt “thank you” to all EduNova Board members who 
have given of their time and expertise to grow our sector over the past 10 years. 

The release of the “One Nova Scotia: Shaping Our New Economy Together” report in early 2014 made 
it clear that international education has the ability to address many of our province’s challenges. 

Message from katie orr, board Chair & CEo operational update

Katie Orr and Wendy Luther 
representing EduNova at 
NAFSA Boston, 2015.

International education has the ability to address many of our province’s challenges.

51-year history; welcoming Study and Stay™ students to Nova Scotia in fall 2017, following our 

recruitment efforts in fall 2016; and celebrating the successes of the Stay in Nova Scotia students 

and tracking towards retaining 80% of the first cohort of 50 students one-year post graduation. 

Our work in international student recruitment and retention has captured the imagination of the 

Privy Council Office, as reflected in the February 2018 announcement of the intention to expand 

Nova Scotia’s Study and Stay™ program throughout the Atlantic region. 

Thank you to the many EduNova members who championed these initiatives and ensured their 

success, and to the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA) and the Nova Scotia Department 

of Labour and Advanced Education (LAE) for your ongoing support and belief in our mission. Most 

importantly, thank you to the students that choose to study in Nova Scotia.

The accomplishments of the past year are a hard act to follow, but 2018-19 is shaping up to surpass 

2017-18. We look forward to working with you in building on this success and recognition in the 

year to come.
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Projects & Activities

EduNova in the News
Since March 2017, EduNova has been featured for Stay/Study and Stay™ in Nova Scotia, the Airport 

Welcome Desk, and the PIEoneer Awards across the following media outlets:

• Cbcnews.ca  • CBC Radio One • Today’s Top Ten – Academica Today 

• Polestar News • Thepienews.com • 95.7 – The Sheldon MacLeod Show 

• Canada Study News • MacLean’s Magazine • The PIE Review • CBC TV

Pan-Atlantic Agents’ FAM Tour, June 2017
From May 27th to June 7th a total of 17 agents from Vietnam and Thailand, and one from Russia, attended 

a familiarization tour throughout Atlantic Canada. The tour visited 13 institutions and schools in the four 

Atlantic provinces and allowed the delegates to experience first-hand the quality and diversity of educational 

programs available in the region, as well as the study environment, food and culture of Atlantic Canada. 

Agents enjoyed locally-inspired meals, comfortable accommodation, and various sight-seeing opportunities, 

as well as grand tours and informative lectures at each campus. They made lasting relationships with 

representatives of Atlantic Canadian institutions and schools and went home with an abundance of 

information to help their students find their paths to Atlantic Canada.

EduNova’s Facebook page saw a 541% increase in the number of people reached during the tour and a 400% 

increase in people engaged. This exposure had a significant impact on profiling Atlantic Canadian participants 

in the Southeast Asian market. This project was funded by the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency (ACOA).

“It was the greatest FAM trip I have attended since 1998 when I first joined my education consultancy,” noted 

Tran Thi Dan from Sunrise, Vietnam. 
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Stay in Nova Scotia Program Update 

Stay in Nova Scotia Cohort 1 - 2016-17
Following the July 2017 Stay in Nova Scotia graduation, 34 of the 50 Stay in Nova Scotia students have found jobs in 

Nova Scotia, and six are continuing their studies in the province. The Stay in Nova Scotia program has won an award 

for Outstanding Achievement and Major Contribution to the Field of Career Planning from the Canadian Association 

of Career Educators and Employers, and was one of three programs short-listed out of hundreds of entries for the 

global PIEoneer Awards.

Stay in Nova Scotia Cohort 2 – 2017-18
As a result of the success of the 2016-17 Stay in Nova Scotia pilot, ACOA and LAE approved a second year of Stay in 

Nova Scotia programming for 50 additional final year post-secondary students. Stay in Nova Scotia is co-funded by 

ACOA and LAE. 

Study and Stay™ in Nova Scotia Program Update
The Study and Stay™ program aimed to recruit and select 50 international students from China, India and the 

Philippines for study at the Nova Scotia Community College (NSCC) or a Nova Scotia university beginning in 

September 2017.  Selected students are being supported as they transition from ‘student’ to ‘professional’ over the 

course of their studies with comprehensive international student support and a career transition program focused on 

specific tasks that include: employment-related events, activities, workshops, career mentorship and an experiential 

workplace learning component. The program runs until 2021 and is co-funded by ACOA and LAE.

Graduating group of Stay NS – Cohort 1, July 2017

Dianne Taylor-Gearing, President of NSCAD University and 
Chair of the EduNova Board with Katie Orr, Director of NSCC 
International and EduNova’s Operations Committee Chair.
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Study and Stay™ and Stay in Nova Scotia Activities
In addition to the program curriculum, recent Study and Stay™ and Stay in Nova Scotia 

activities included: 

• Stay in Nova Scotia and Study and Stay™ program retreat 

• Chinese New Year event at Province House (17 students)

• Study and Stay™ tour of City Hall

• Stay in Nova Scotia Meet and Mingle (all Stay in Nova Scotia students, mentors, 

members and partners)

• Canadian Race Relations Foundation National Dialogue (12 students from three 

cohorts received certificates and opportunities for publication and other national 

conference opportunities)

• Stay Nova Scotia and Study and Stay™ Rising Tides Student Newsletter

• Stay in Nova Scotia Mentors = 103 mentors representing  

businesses across Nova Scotia.

Southeast Asia Missions 2017
In fall 2017, EduNova led Pan-Atlantic outgoing and incoming Southeast Asia missions. In 

total, 16 Atlantic Canadian schools and institutions participated in the mission to Vietnam, 

the Philippines, and Thailand. Participants attended EduCanada fairs, networking events and 

one-on-one meetings. 

Atlantic schools and institutions’ presence in these markets was bolstered by a social media 

advertising campaign delivered by Net Natives, a world leader in online international 

education marketing. The campaign was conducted primarily through Facebook advertising 
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and targeted students in the 17-24-year age range. Overall, the campaign resulted in 4,888,519 impressions and more than 58,000 

clicks with an average click-through rate of 1.1% and a range of 0.9% to 1.4% per market. It is important to note that the average click-

through rate for Facebook campaigns for all industries is 0.93% and 0.73% within the education sector. The Facebook ad campaign in 

all markets yielded 391 leads from a total of 6,202-page visits.

The November 2017 FAM Tour saw three Canadian Trade Commissions from Southeast Asia and ten representatives from 

universities and government departments visit 20 Atlantic Canadian schools and institutions with a focus on building institution-to-

institution partnerships. As a result of the FAM tour, EduNova is being invited to return to Southeast Asia to continue partnership 

discussions. These projects were made possible through ACOA funding.

Nova Scotia Counsellors’ FAM Tour, July 2017
EduNova and Nova Scotia post-secondary education institutions hosted 12 high school counsellors for the 2017 Counsellors’ 

Familiarization Tour from July 16th - 22nd, 2017. Five counsellors from the United States, two from China and one each from 

the Bahamas, Mexico, Kenya, Vietnam and Canada participated in the project. Participating Nova Scotian institutions included: 

Université Sainte-Anne, Acadia University, Dalhousie University (Halifax and Truro campuses), Saint Mary’s University, 

University of King’s College, Mount Saint Vincent University, Nova Scotia Community College (NSCC), NSCAD University, Saint 

Francis Xavier University and Cape Breton University. 

Tour participants were impressed with the educational opportunities available in Nova Scotia. Participants felt that the variety of 

programing, the flexible nature of degree programs, the emphasis on experiential learning, co-operative learning and connection 

to work, complemented by affordable tuition and living costs, would appeal to their students and parents. Participants frequently 

commented on the friendliness and informality of the Nova Scotians that they met during the tour and the beauty and cleanliness 

of the province. Also, often mentioned as a highlight was the passion of the student tour guides and volunteers involved in each 

of the campus visits. Participants consistently noted that speaking with students gave them a real sense of what life on campus 

might be like, and which of their students would be a good fit for the institutions.
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Airport Welcome Desk 2017
Nova Scotia has a strong history of supporting students from across Canada and around the world. 

Continuing in this spirit, the Warm Nova Scotia Welcome Desk ran for a second time at the Halifax 

Stanfield International Airport from August 26th to September 1st, 2017 to welcome all students 

attending education institutions within Nova Scotia.

The Airport Welcome Desk was staffed by 11 student ambassadors. These students, representing eight 

countries and speaking 15 languages, provided new students with a friendly first point of contact and helped 

them safely reach their destination. Four-hundred and thirty-one international and 19 domestic students 

utilized the welcome service, and 170 members of the public interacted with the Welcome Desk staff. 

This project was made possible through funding from ACOA, Nova Scotia’s post-secondary institutions, 

and Scotiabank.

K-12 International Student FAM Tour 2017
EduNova, in partnership with the Nova Scotia International Student Program (NSISP) and ACOA, 

organized a student FAM Tour from November 3rd to 6th, 2017. EduNova received more than 100 student 

applications for the 45 available spots on the tour. The 45 selected students from 17 countries toured nine 

of Nova Scotia’s 11 post-secondary institutions.

The initial feedback from students was overwhelmingly positive, with all of them indicating they would 

recommend the tour to their friends. EduNova and individual institutions have been following up with 

participating students, and, to date, 80% of the students have applied to at least one institution visited on 

the tour. As a result of this positive feedback, we are exploring offering another student FAM tour in early 

spring 2018 with a focus on grade 11 students from the Nova Scotia curriculum school in Suzhou, the 

NSISP and King’s-Edgehill. 
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Trade Mission to Cuba 2017
Building on the successes of the previous two missions to Cuba, EduNova and ACOA led a trade mission to Havana 

from October 30th - November 3rd. Seven Atlantic Canadian Companies attended the largest B2B fair in Cuba, Havana 

International Trade Fair (FIHAV), which is expected to draw thousands of companies from across the globe. Participating 

Atlantic Canadian companies met with senior representatives from carefully selected Cuban companies to build 

relationships, do business and meet other Canadian companies attending the fair with the potential of forming partnerships 

to enter the Cuban market.

International Student Barometer (ISB) 2017
On March 1st, 2018, EduNova hosted Nannette Ripmeester from International Labour Mobility to present the 2017 

International Student Barometer (ISB) regional results. Representatives from several post-secondary institutions and 

ACOA participated in the presentation. 

Funded by ACOA, this research project follows the 2015 ISB project. Six Atlantic Canadian post-secondary institutions 

participated this year and the funding covered 75% of the cost to run the ISB at each institution. In addition to capturing 

information on student satisfaction at their respective institutions, EduNova included questions regarding the students’ 

plans to stay in the Atlantic region post-graduation. 2,081 international students from the six participating institutions 

responded to the survey. 

Some of the interesting regional results from the survey on why students would leave Atlantic Canada after graduation included:

• No suitable jobs available in my chosen career. (43% of 1,556 respondents)

• Lack of information on the job market. (33% of 1,556 respondents)

• Employers are not interested in hiring foreign candidates. (28% of 1,556 respondents)

• Work permit restrictions. (25% of 1,556 respondents)

Thirteen percent of 1,665 Atlantic Canadian respondents indicated that they intend to pursue permanent residence 

following graduation. 
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International Financial Institution Business Opportunity Seminar 2017
On September 28th, 2017, EduNova in partnership with ACOA and Global Affairs Canada, hosted an 

International Financial Institution (IFI) Business Opportunities Seminar. Representatives from the World Bank, 

Asian Development Bank, African Development Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank and Global Affairs 

Canada Trade Officers presented to 24 Atlantic Canadian companies and education institutions. This event was 

one component of EduNova’s IFI Support Program.

The Export Internship for Trade Graduates Program 2017-18
The Export Internship for Trade Graduates program, administered by EduNova and funded by ACOA, provides a 

concrete link between recent graduates and Nova Scotian employers. 

The program will, over a two-year period, assist 20 Nova Scotian companies to engage recent graduates who 

have studied in disciplines related to international trade for one-year work placements that will advance export 

sales, initiatives, and strategies in new markets. The program will assist these graduates in securing their first job 

in their field of study and will afford them the hands-on work experience necessary to launch a career in Nova 

Scotia. Simultaneously, embedding these graduates in Nova Scotian companies will increase the companies’ 

export success through augmenting the companies’ capacity to conduct research, formulate new strategies and 

execute plans for company export growth.  

To date, eight companies have been selected into the program, three graduates have been hired, and five 

graduates are in the selection process

EduNova Wins Association of the Year Award
On September 8th, 2017, in London, England, EduNova Co-operative Limited won the Association of the Year 

Award at the PIE News’ inaugural PIEoneer Awards. Based in London, the PIE is the leading news source for the 

international education sector - valued at over USD 200 billion world-wide.

More than 300 nominations were received for awards in 12 categories. These nominations were shortlisted 

and passed on to a 15-person judging panel. Representing different sectors and professions within international 

Member Highlight
Cape Breton University (CBU) is among the 
youngest, most ambitious universities in all 
of Canada. Located on one of the world’s 
most beautiful islands, CBU is home to 
approximately 3,500 students with a strong 
international presence -  35% of the overall 
student population originates from over 40 
different countries. Our global partnerships 
are many, including an exclusive relationship 
with our international language school, the 
International Centre for English Academic 
Preparation (www.iceap.ca), a partner campus 
in Egypt, a longstanding partnership in Kuwait, a 
cooperation office in Beijing and an ever-growing 
number of partnerships in India. 

At CBU, we pride ourselves on our small class 
sizes with average ratios of 15:1 (students to 
faculty member) allowing for enhanced student 
learning and instructor interactions. A focus 
on student satisfaction is key to success. Our 
close-knit, safe and welcoming community has 
experienced double-digit growth in 2017-18 
with more than 1,400 international students 
on campus. EduNova’s Stay and Study & 
Stay™ programs are welcome features to our 
recruitment efforts. With a new President in 
place, David C. Dingwall, and by strengthening 
our global partnerships, CBU is well-positioned 
to continue to grow our international enrolment 
for 2018-19 and beyond. 
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education, the hand-picked jury spanned five continents and had the final say on the winners. Also shortlisted for Association of 
the Year were organizations from China, the United States, and Australia.

The judges’ summary of EduNova’s entry stated, “EduNova has achieved innovative solutions for all international education 
stakeholders in the Canadian province of Nova Scotia. Inclusive strategies such as an airport welcome service and a Study and 
Stay™ program to help students remain in Nova Scotia after graduation are examples of its cross-sectoral collaboration that 
scored highly with judges in what was a competitive category.”

It is thanks to the leadership of the EduNova Board, Committee Members, and Federal and Provincial government supporters 

that Nova Scotia is receiving international recognition for our significant work in international education.

Canadian Bureau for International Education (CBIE) Conference  
November 19 - 22, 2017
With 855 delegates from over 40 countries in attendance, the 51st Canadian Bureau for International Education (CBIE) 
Conference was the best attended and most diverse in the association’s history. 

EduNova and its Members hosted a Nova Scotia Welcome Celebration at the Citadel on the evening of Monday, November 20th. 
Representatives from EduNova Member schools and institutions greeted over 200 guests, including delegations from throughout 
Latin America, Southeast Asia, Germany and Norway, and Members’ current and potential partners from across Canada. 

In addition to the Nova Scotia Welcome event, EduNova hosted a partnership meeting with Members and Langara College in 
advance of the conference and led a familiarization tour throughout Atlantic Canada of Canadian Trade Commissions from 

Southeast Asia and representatives from universities and government departments following the conference.

Latin America Student Recruitment Initiatives
Between September and November 2017, six EduNova Members undertook recruitment initiatives with support from ACOA 
in Mexico, Colombia, and Ecuador. Mount Saint Vincent University, Acadia University, Halifax Language Institute of Canada 
(HLIC), East Coast Language College, NSISP and Saint Francis Xavier University visited Guadalajara, Cozumel, Mexico 
City and Puebla in Mexico participated in agent training, high school visits, and public education fairs. These schools and 

institutions reported an increase in the level of interest in Canada compared to previous visits. 

Justin Fox, St. Francis Xavier University, 
Hughie Batherson, Universtié Sainte-Anne, 
Kristen Sutherland, Nova Scotia Community 
College, and Ryan Sullivan, New Brunswick 
Community College at the Nova Scotia 
Welcome Celebration.

Wendy Luther, President & CEO and
Natasha McNeil, Operations, Accounts &
Special Projects Manager at the PIEoneer
Awards in London
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Visits were also made to Medellín and Bogota in Colombia, where the institutions participated in targeted high school 

visits and public education fairs, reporting a vast increase in the interest in study opportunities in Canada, a trend that has 

continued for the past two years. 

In Ecuador, institutions participated in agent training, targeted high school visits and public education fairs. Here interest in 

Canada remained steady, as it is still viewed as a priority market with great potential for development. In all three countries, 

students were attracted to the warm and welcoming messaging from the Federal government, as well as the competitive 

price point of Canadian education, especially as compared to the United States.

Boston Tree Lighting 2017
EduNova led a delegation of six Nova Scotian universities to Boston for the 100th Anniversary of the Halifax Explosion 

and Boston Tree Lighting events on November 30th, 2017. EduNova’s post-secondary student recruitment events on the 

margins of the Tree Lighting included meeting students at three high schools from the area and a professional development 

session with 17 guidance counsellors. This was followed by a Nova Scotian reception and the televised VIP Tree Lighting 

event. Two of the school visits were a direct outcome of EduNova’s participation in the 2016 Tree Lighting. Two guidance 

counsellors who attended last year, and subsequently participated in the Counsellor FAM Tour this July, hosted Nova Scotian 

post-secondary representatives at their Boston high schools. In addition, two of the participating counsellors’ children are 

attending university in Nova Scotia following the Tree Lighting events in 2015 and Counsellors’ FAM Tour in July 2017. This 

initiative was made possible through funding from ACOA.

Chinese Media Visit to Nova Scotia 2017
On September 22nd, 2017, EduNova hosted Nova Scotia universities and NSCC for a discussion with members of the 

Chinese media focusing on success stories and opportunities for Chinese students in Nova Scotia. Institutions in attendance 

included: Acadia University, Université Sainte Anne, Saint Mary’s University, Dalhousie University, Mount Saint Vincent 

University, NSCC, NSCAD University, Saint Francis Xavier University, Atlantic School of Theology and Cape Breton University. 

Dr Miao Qian (from Sanlian Life Weekly Magazine), Mr Zhou Pai (Director of Multimedia from China Daily USA), Dr Li Na 

(Deputy General Manager China Daily USA Toronto Office), and Ms Li Siwen (Education Reporter from The Paper) joined 
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Member Highlight Ms Marion St-Cyr Lachance (Second Secretary and Public Diplomacy Officer, Embassy of Canada to China) and Ms Giselle 

Wang (Public Diplomacy Officer, Embassy of Canada to China) for a morning meeting with Mike McMurray, Wendy Luther 

and Michael Hennigar to discuss the education landscape in Nova Scotia. The delegation next met with representatives 

from each of the institutions in attendance for an introduction and question and answer session, followed by an opportunity 

to meet with current students and recent graduates from China to discuss their individual experiences in Nova Scotia. 

Institutions highlighted their strengths and provided the journalists with excellent success stories from Nova Scotia.

Following the meetings, the delegation traveled to NSCAD University for a greeting by President Dianne Taylor-Gearing, 

lunch and a comprehensive campus tour. That afternoon, the delegation travelled to Saint Mary’s University for a welcome by 

President Dr. Robert Summerby-Murray, a campus tour and a roundtable discussion with current Chinese students. 

The media tour visited Quebec and Nova Scotia. It is estimated that the media coverage, including social media posts, 

garnered six million views in total.

BEST Conference – March 3, 2018
Building upon the success of the 2016 and 2017 Building Employment and Successful Transitions (BEST) Conferences for 

international students, EduNova helped organize the event again this year on Saturday, March 3rd at Dalhousie University 

in collaboration with Nova Scotia universities, the Halifax Partnership, and Venor Youth Employment. The event was made 

possible through funding from ACOA, LAE, and Scotiabank. 

The BEST Conference is an opportunity for international students to gain the skills they need to be successfully employed after 

graduation. Students learned how to network effectively and present and market themselves professionally in this full-day session. 

The largest BEST Conference to date, the Conference was full with 250 international students attending. Participating in the 

conference were the final-year students selected into the Stay in Nova Scotia program and the first-year students selected 

into the Study and Stay™ in Nova Scotia program, along with international students from NSCC and Nova Scotia universities.

The day began with a ceremonial welcome from Dalhousie’s Elder in Residence (Elder Geri) and students were greeted by 

Dalhousie’s Assistant Vice President, Anne Forestall, and the Honourable Minister Lena Diab. His Worship Mayor Mike 

Savage concluded the event and took time to network with students. 

“Acadia recently had a very successful 

joint mission to the southern regions 

of India. Accompanied by Queen’s 

University and Mount Allison 

University, we visited a number 

of private schools. The visit was a 

last-minute decision as I was going 

to be in the area, and as such there 

was limited research done, but upon 

arriving at the first school, I was 

warmly welcomed by a counselor 

who looked familiar. After talking 

for several minutes, she asked me if 

I remembered her. It was then that I 

realized that I remembered her from 

a past EduNova-led Nova Scotia 

Counsellor FAM Tour. I had led the 

campus tour while the counsellors 

were here and spent a good amount 

of time talking with each of them. 

During my presentation in India, she 

recalled the campus visit and how 

the visit led to positive conversations 

and in one student being admitted 

to Acadia!” Liam Dutton, Acadia 

University
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Member Highlight
The students participated in workshops throughout the day, including sessions on immigration, networking foundations, 

workplace culture, volunteering, banking careers and tips for job seekers, entrepreneurship, and interview skills and techniques.

2018 Business in Cuba Summit
As a component of the ACOA/EduNova Cuba Trade Mission project, EduNova partnered with Los Primos and NSCC to 

organize a Cuba Summit on March 5th, 2018. The Summit involved NSCC business students and business and government 

leaders from Cuba to present to the Nova Scotia business community on opportunities in Cuba. The Summit builds on over 

two decades of cultural collaboration between our two regions. The trade mission that follows the Summit will take place in 

late October/early November 2018. Delegates will attend the FIHAV Havana International Fair and participate in a business 

matchmaking program.

Targeted Digital Media Marketing
EduNova has continued to support Members via digital marketing campaigns throughout 2017-18. Using information about 

where members were travelling on recruitment missions allowed for specific targeting of advertisements and posts. Results 

are as follows from April 2017 – April 2018: 

Impressions: 1,046,604 (The number of times a post from a Study Nova Scotia page on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter is 

displayed.)

Reach: 527,753 (The number of people, unique IP addresses, who see our content.)

Facebook Page Consumption: 44,737 (This includes all types of clicks such as photo view, video play, expanding to read a 

post, expanding to read comments, and clicking profiles within comments.)

Click Through Rate (Facebook pages): 0.05 

Issam Wade is an exceptional 

example of success. Participating 

in the Stay in Nova Scotia program 

while remaining heavily involved in 

academic and student life leadership 

roles was no easy feat. Issam was 

the recipient of the Excellence 

Award for his Department (Business 

Administration) and was offered 

employment right away at his alma 

mater, Université Sainte-Anne, 

in the Residence Office. This led 

to his current job as Community 

Development Officer with the 

Conseil Scolaire Acadien Provincial. 

‘’J’aimerais toutefois dire à mes petits 

frères et petites sœurs émigrés 

que. La clé du succès est au bout 

de l’effort, et de ne jamais baisser 

les bras. Vive le Canada et vive la 

Nouvelle-Écosse, ma terre adoptive.’’

‘’I’d like to say to my fellow brothers 

and sisters who choose to immigrate 

that the key to success is at the end of 

the path of effort, and to never give 

up. Viva Canada and viva Nova Scotia, 

my adopted home!’’ Issam Wade, Stay 

in Nova Scotia Program participant.



14    |     EduNova Annual Report 2017-2018

Student Success Stories 

SAHIL AHUJA
Student: Sahil Ahuja, SMU Graduate (Bachelor of Commerce), Stay in Nova Scotia Cohort 1 
Employed: Program and Activities Coordinator at Volta Labs 
Mentor: David Thompson, President-Owner Weed Man Maritimes

Sahil Ahuja was born and raised on the sunny Caribbean island of St. Maarten. Sahil moved to 
Nova Scotia in 2012 to further his education and complete a Bachelor of Commerce degree 
at Saint Mary’s University, pursuing a double major in Accounting and Finance. During his 
time at Saint Mary’s, Sahil volunteered in a few groups/societies, such as SAGA (Students 
Acting for Global Awareness), becoming a student coordinator for the program. He joined the 
Stay in Nova Scotia program because, as he explains, “Over the past few years this province 
turned into my second home and I made friends from places in the world I had never heard of 
before.” Sahil was a 2018 Venture for Canada Fellow, a panel speaker at the BEST International 
Student Conference, and, upon graduation, gained full-time employment at Volta Labs where 
he runs events, organized DemoCamp (selecting 10 technology companies to demo their 
product to an audience of approximately 200 tech enthusiasts), and works with Volta partners 
and sponsors to arrange Lunch and Learns, Hackathons and other similar events. 

Sahil’s mentor, David Thompson, is an entrepreneur in Nova Scotia and continues to mentor a 
student in the second Stay in Nova Scotia cohort. During their formal mentorship period, David 
met with Sahil monthly, giving him advice on job searching, his CV and the local job market.  Sahil 
visited David’s business and learned about how businesses in Nova Scotia operate. 
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JENNIE CYRIL

Student: Jennie Cyril, NSCC Graduate (Radio/Television),  

Stay in Nova Scotia Cohort 1 

Entrepreneur: Zantan Productions 

Media Coverage: https://myeastcoastexperience.com/halifax/

features/the-perfect-shot-bahamian-film-maker-finds-herself-at-

home-in-nova-scotia/

Jennie Cyril is a filmmaker from the Bahamas, who says she 
“Chased her dream all the way to Canada’s East Coast, and 
it’s the best decision she ever made.” Jennie moved to Nova 
Scotia from the Bahamas, where she graduated with a degree 
in Radio/Television. Her successes since have been many—and 
are outlined in a recent feature story in My Halifax Experience. 
Jennie began her business, Zantan Productions, in Halifax and 
EduNova was proud to be her first client. Jenny made a short film 
about the Stay in NS Program, which you can watch at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfA8V2IC4qs
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JINGJING TANG
Student: Jingjing Tang, SMU Graduate (Bachelor of Commerce),  

Stay in Nova Scotia  Cohort 1 

Employed: Staff Accountant (CPA Student) at Collins Barrow  

Mentor: Noel Macdonald, Student Recruitment Coordinator, NSCC

JingJing Tang is from Qingyuan, Guangdong province in China. She came to Halifax, 
Nova Scotia in 2014. JingJing is an analytical, hardworking, and energetic Bachelor 
of Commerce professional with a major in Accounting, graduating from Saint Mary’s 
University. JingJing Tang says, “I am grateful that this program provides a lot of help, 
information, and different perspectives for [international students]. I benefitted at 
a critical time, when transitioning from academic study to job hunting in a market 
that is different from what I know. I want to express my gratitude because it is 
difficult for me to be here on my own and to learn about cultural, social, academic 
knowledge. Thank you for supporting and encouraging me. It was also a surprise to 
learn that many business people know the ‘Stay in Nova Scotia’ program. Thank you 
for your help and support to international students!” 
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JIEYU CHEN

Student: Jieyu Chen, MSVU Graduate (BBA), Stay in Nova Scotia Cohort 1 

Employed: SAP Human Capital Management (HCM) Consultant at IBM  

Mentor: Sahra MacNeill, Human Resource Manager at Kinduct

Jieyu Chen moved to Halifax, Nova Scotia from Guangzhou, China in 
2012. She graduated as a Business Administration (Co-op Education) 
student at Mount Saint Vincent University (MSVU), majoring in Human 
Resource Management. Her excellent work ethic and extraordinary 
performance were recognized by her supervisor at Scotiabank Atlantic 
Dealer Finance Centre; Jieyu was nominated by her supervisor and 
awarded the Co-op Student of the Year (Business) by MSVU. Having 
a taste of managing a few research projects and events as Event 
and Project Manager at MSVU’s Centre for Social Innovation and 
Community Engagement in Military Affairs, Jieyu aimed to become a 
certified Project Manager (PMI designation). Jieyu fell in love with the 
local lifestyle and the people of Halifax, and decided to stay in Nova 
Scotia. With support from her mentor, Sahra MacNeill, Jieyu gained 
the valuable connections and professional skills that helped her land a 
position at IBM.

East  Coast  Language  
College  (ECLC)  Turns  20!
ECLC, one of the founding members 
of EduNova, celebrated its 20th 
Anniversary on February 2nd, 2018. 
“It’s hard to believe that it has been 
20 years already!” said Sheila Nunn, 
President and CEO, “I still get as much 
joy seeing our students achieve their 
goals as I did when we first started and 
I can’t imagine working in any other 
industry.” ECLC has grown from three 

teachers, three students, and three classrooms when it opened its doors in 
1998 to a school of 200 students with more than 20 staff members. “Our 
approach from the beginning has been to focus on the student’s well-being 
both inside and outside the classroom”, said Nunn. “We know they are out 
of their comfort zone and need a lot of support and encouragement; they 
deserve to be treated with respect and integrity. These core values have 
helped us develop trusting relationships with agents, partners, and students. 
We are very proud of what we have accomplished and we will continue to 
advocate for international students and our industry.” www.eclccanada.com 
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Draft - Statement of Financial Position   

As of March 31 2018 2017 

Assets   

Current   

Cash and Cash Equivalents $756,505.00 $1,122,227.00 

Accounts Receivable $639,873.00 $161,522.00 

Prepaids $4,948.00 $3,636.00 

 $1,401,326.00 $1,287,385.00  

Capital Assets $966.00 $1,651.00    

 $1,402,292.00 $1,289,036.00 

Liabilities   

Current   

Payables and Accruals $215,441.00 $96,347.00  

Deferred Revenues $429,614.00 $554,255.00   

 $645,055.00 $640,692.00    

Net Assets   

Unrestricted net assets $757,237.00 $648,434.00 

 $1,402,292.00 $1,289,036.00  

Member Highlight

NSCC’s international work was recently honoured 
with two national awards: the 2017 Canadian Bureau 
for International Education (CBIE) President’s 
Award for Excellence in international education, and 
the 2018 Colleges and Institutes Canada (CICan) 
Silver Award for Internationalization Excellence. The 
CBIE Award, presented at the annual conference in 
Halifax in November 2017, recognized the innovative 
and creative approaches demonstrated by NSCC 
International team members Zoran Kondali and 
Kellie McMullin in leveraging NSCC’s international 
technical assistance projects to create international 
experiential learning projects for students and faculty. 
The CICan award was presented at the CICan annual 
conference in Victoria in April 2018, and recognized 
demonstrated leadership in internationalizing NSCC, 
including student and faculty participation, integration 
of international students, institutional partnerships 
and curriculum and programs. NSCC’s role in the 
design and implementation of the EduNova Study and 
Stay™ program was one of the innovative elements 
cited in the award.  
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Board of Directors 2017-18

Dianne Taylor-Gearing President, NSCAD University  Chair

Paul Millman  Executive Director, Nova Scotia International Student Program  Vice-Chair

Don Bureaux  President, Nova Scotia Community College  Treasurer

Robert Batherson President, Public Affairs, Colour

Saeed El-Darahali President & CEO, SimplyCast

Kent MacDonald President & Vice Chancellor, St. Francis Xavier University

Sheila Nunn President & CEO, East Coast Language College

Operations Committee

Katie Orr Director, NSCC International, Nova Scotia Community College  Chair  

Paula Barry Mercer  Associate Vice-President, Student Experience,  

 Mount Saint Vincent University  Vice-Chair 

Justin Fox Director, Recruitment & Admissions, St. Francis Xavier University

Chris Strickey Director of Admissions, King’s-Edgehill School  Recruitment Committee Chair

Hughie Batherson Vice Rector, Recruitment & Partnerships, Université Sainte-Anne
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EduNova Members 2017-18

Ted Vaughan CAO, Atlantic School of Theology

Jim Darnbrough  Executive Director, Enrolment Services, Acadia University

Eleanor Anderson Director, Enrolment Services, Cape Breton University

David Jones President, Class Afloat, West Island College International

Aly Rajab President & CEO, CLLC, Canadian Language Learning College

Mike McAllister Registrar & Assistant Vice-Provost, Student Affairs, Dalhousie University

Kerrianne MacKenzie COO, ICEAP, International Centre for English Academic Preparation

Deborah Andrews Planning & Development Officer, International Programs, 

 Department of Education and Early Childhood Development

Sharon Forester-Bennett Director of Studies and Director of Marketing,  
 International Language Institute 

Sheila Nunn President & CEO, East Coast Language College

Jordan Reed Executive Director, Halifax Language Institute of Canada

Chris Strickey Director, Admissions & Development, King’s-Edgehill School

Continued next page...
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EduNova Members 2017-18 cont.

Peter Coll Head of School, Landmark East School

Paula Barry Mercer Associate Vice-President, Student Experience,  
 Mount Saint Vincent University

Katie Orr Director, NSCC International, Nova Scotia Community College

Paul Millman Executive Director, Nova Scotia Int’l Student Program

Terry Bailey Director, Admissions & Enrollment Services, NSCAD University

Marie Braswell Director, Admissions & Recruitment, Saint Mary’s University

Justin Fox Director, Recruitment & Admissions, St. Francis Xavier University

Julie Green Registrar, University of King’s College

Hughie Batherson Vice Rector, Recruitment & Partnerships, Université Sainte-Anne

Robert Batherson President, Public Affairs, Colour

Saeed El-Darahali President & CEO, SimplyCast
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2017–2018 Members

Acadia University ranks among 
Canada’s best, recognised for 

teaching and academic excellence 

experience.

Cape Breton University 

post-secondary leader, with 

With campuses in the heart of 

Dalhousie University is one of 
Canada’s leading research-intensive 

Mount Saint Vincent University 
gives you the best personalized 

learning experience and opportunity 
to conduct world class research.

Université Sainte-Anne. 

Give yourself an edge.

St. Francis Xavier University 
combines the three things students 

 
high quality learning and an 

 
community.
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landscape since 1887,  

NSCAD University 
is Canada’s premier university 

dedicated to advancing the 
visual arts.

The University of King’s College, 
Canada’s oldest chartered post 

coming from outside Canada to study 

King’s-Edgehill School
 

the globe, Canada’s oldest private 
school challenges scholars to learn, 

lead, and change the world.

Founded in 1984, 
Class Afloat-West Island 

College International has a thirty-year 
history of inspiring young people 
to excel academically, becoming 

global citizens as they explore the world.

Saint Mary’s University 
offers a truly 

international education 
experience; with 30% of 

students coming from 
outside Canada to 

study in all the 
institution’s academic 

disciplines.

the Nova Scotia 
International Student 

Program offers a superior 
educational experience 

province-wide to students 
8-18 years old.

Atlantic School of Theology is a 
Canadian public ecumenical 

university that provides 
graduate-level theological 
education and undertakes 

research to assist students to 
prepare for Christian ministries 

and other forms of public 
leadership.
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Landmark East School  
has been  making a difference 

in the lives of students with 
language and learning 

differences since 1979.

East Coast Language College  
(ECLC) is a warm, welcoming ESL 

Halifax Language Institute of Canada
At HLIC, our mission is to provide 

students with unique communication programs 
that will improve their English language 

proficiency, confidence, fluency, and accuracy. 
We strive to provide all of our students 
with the skills necessary to succeed in a 

personal, academic and/or professional capacity.

achieve academic excellence and 
personal success.

The  
(ICEAP) is a language centre located 

Cape Breton University (CBU) campus 

who wish to enter university  but lack 

Nova Scotia Department of 
Education and Early 

Childhood Development, 
providing excellence 

in education and training 
for personal fulfillment and for 

a productive, prosperous society.

Canadian Language Learning 
College’s  genuine & caring 

team guarantees you will 
experience the best Canadian 

education in a friendly 
personalized setting.

   

 

After 35 years in business, 
the International Language Institute 
is still the best English language school 

around, with a renewed energy, 
and readiness to help anyone 
who wants to learn English. 
We welcome you to come 

and visit us at our new location 
and see how we can help you 

reach your goals.
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Students from 

35 
countries 
have enrolled 
in EduNova’s 
Stay and 
Study and 
Stay™ in  
Nova Scotia  
Programs 
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