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This year, EduNova celebrates its 15th anniversary. The organization’s 
accomplishments over the past 15 years speak to the impact of EduNova’s 
work and to everyone who has helped ensure our success along the 
way. As a result of our individual and collaborative efforts, Nova Scotia’s 
international student body grew by 15% in 2018-2019, reaching almost 
15,000 students across the province.
 
Thank you to the EduNova board, members, partners and funders for your 
contributions in 2018-2019—and to all those who believed in our vision and 
the importance of international education in Nova Scotia since 2004.

For a decade and a half, EduNova has pioneered international student 
recruitment and retention initiatives in Nova Scotia—demonstrating 
leadership with its innovative programs. Since its inception, EduNova 
has managed over $13,500,000 in project funding to increase the 
competitiveness of our members. This annual report illustrates the impact 
EduNova has had in Nova Scotia, across the country, and around the world 
over the past 15 years and how we will carry that legacy forward in the years 
to come.
 



Wendy Luther
EduNova President & CEO

The report includes an overview of the past year’s many student recruitment and 
retention initiatives. Some of this year’s highlights include:
 
• Expanding the Atlantic Canada Study and StayTM program across the region, 

with programs now running in New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador 
and Prince Edward Island, building on our initial success in Nova Scotia;

• Organizing the 5th annual BEST conference, making it the biggest held to-date 
with 290 registered international students, 40 student volunteers, 70 career, 
student support and industry professionals alongside community leaders and 
elected officials;

• Leveraging  the Atlantic Growth Strategy China Mission to promote Nova Scotia 
as Canada’s international education destination, together with presidents and 
senior staff from 11 Atlantic universities, colleges and schools, Government of 
Canada Ministers, Atlantic Premiers and Canada’s Ambassador to China; and

• Hosting the Nova Scotia International Education Day in Ottawa—showcasing 
Nova Scotia’s education and training expertise and unique educational 
opportunities to national and international partners.

With a brand new 2019-2024 strategic plan, EduNova will capitalize on the 
momentum of the past 15 years by continuing to implement innovative initiatives 
in student recruitment and retention and to promote Nova Scotia as a leader in 
student experience. As we transition out of our respective roles as Board Chair 
and President & CEO, EduNova has never been in a more secure position for new 
leadership to build on EduNova’s legacy and to take us boldly into the next 15 years.
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VISION

Transforming Nova Scotia through international education – 
where students study, stay and thrive. 

MISSION

We champion Nova Scotia as a leader in international student experience while 
advancing social and economic growth in our province. 

EduNova Strategic Plan 2019-2024 

In 2018-2019 EduNova developed a new strategic plan. The plan was approved by the 
board on April 23, 2019, and will guide the organization forward over the next five years. 

EduNova’s updated vision, mission and guiding principles are as follows: 
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EduNova Guiding Principles 

ACTIVE COLLABORATION
WITH MEMBERS AND

PARTNERS PROVINCEWIDE

ALIGNMENT OF OUR RESOURCES TO 

DELIVER OUR STRATEGIC PLAN

SUSTAINABILITY OF OUR

ORGANIZATION AND

SECTOR

ETHICAL EVIDENCE-BASED
BEST PRACTICES AND

DEMOCRATIC DECISION-MAKING

TRANSPARENCY OF

INFORMATION AND

ACCOUNTABILITY OF

ACTIONS

CELEBRATE AND PROMOTE

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION IN

OUR STUDENT POPULATION

AND NOVA SCOTIA

COMMUNITIES



Project Highlights and Updates

Atlantic Canada Study and StayTM - Nova Scotia Program
The Atlantic Canada Study and StayTM - Nova Scotia program is meeting and exceeding its retention 
targets with 82% of the first cohort having remained in the province one-year post-graduation (July 2017 
graduation) and 86% of the second cohort (July 2018 graduation) remaining in the province. The graduation 
celebration for the third cohort will take place at Dalhousie University on July 4, 2019.

Study and StayTM Programs
EduNova’s Study and StayTM programs support international students during their studies and post-graduation 
to live and work in Atlantic Canada. Students are provided with the essential connections, resources, and 
mentorship needed as they transition from ‘student’ to ‘professional.’ Students participating in the 2018-
2019 cohorts of both Study and StayTM programs (second-year students and final-year students) engaged in 
program activities, tasks, networking, mentorship, workshops, and conferences throughout the year.

Atlantic Canada Study and StayTM Program - Regional 
Expansion 
In 2018, the program was expanded across Atlantic Canada. In fall 2018, programs began in Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, and New Brunswick. Over 200 students in Atlantic Canada Study and 
StayTM will have completed the 2018-2019 program by July 2019.   
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Study and StayTM Programs Activity Highlights
• Study and StayTM programs retreat
• Intro to Entrepreneurship workshop (in collaboration with Centre for Entrepreneurship Education and 

Development and Nova Scotia Office of Immigration)
• Networking event: Mix and Mingle
• Introduction to Graduate to Opportunity (GTO) program workshop
• Alumni Panel Discussion
• Bed, Bath and Beyond Warehouse site visit and workshop on retail management (in collaboration with 

Bed, Bath and Beyond)
• Time Management workshop (in collaboration with ABC Life Literacy Canada) 
• Study and StayTM Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 Tour, and Culture and Identity workshop
• One-day Volunteer Day at senior homes (in collaboration with Black Business Initiative)
• Blue Nose Marathon volunteer and Blue Nose “Boogie”: Cheer Station 

Study and StayTM in Nova Scotia Program - Second Year 
Curriculum
The Study and StayTM in Nova Scotia program is now in its retention year two (second year curriculum, 2018-
2019). Retention year two focuses on students’ early career development with concentration on part-time, 
co-op and summer job support, as well as community engagement, health and wellbeing.



Initiatives and Events
BEST Conference - March 2019
The fifth annual BEST conference was made possible through collaboration between Mount Saint Vincent 
University, Nova Scotia Community College, Dalhousie University, Saint Mary’s University and the Halifax 
Partnership. It was the most well attended BEST conference to-date with 290 registered international 
students, 40 student volunteers, 70 career, student support and industry professionals alongside community 
leaders and elected officials. The room was buzzing with introductions, networking exchanges, and friendly 
conversation. The day consisted of keynote speakers, a student panel, learning market, and workshops. The 
BEST conference created a sense of community between international students and the organizations and 
people working to support their success in Canada. During the student panel, Sharon Ishimwe, a former 
Atlantic Canada Study and StayTM - Nova Scotia student, was asked what advice she would have given her 
past self when first moving to Canada. Sharon answered, “don’t beat yourself up thinking, ‘I should have had 
a job by now.’ It is so important to be nice to yourself and to take care of yourself.” Her humble sentiments 
resonated with everyone in the room.

Atlantic Growth Strategy China Mission - November 2018
The Atlantic Growth Strategy China Mission presented a unique opportunity to foster collaboration among 
Atlantic Canadian and Chinese post-secondary institutions. EduNova led two events in Shanghai designed 
to strengthen existing partnerships and establish new ones in increased student mobility and collaborative 
research and programming. Presidents and senior staff from 11 Atlantic universities, colleges and schools 
(seven from Nova Scotia) were joined by government of Canada Ministers, Atlantic Premiers and Canada’s 
Ambassador to China. An Atlantic alumni network, immigration pathways for Study and StayTM graduates, and 
the need for Atlantic Canada international education marketing collateral were identified as opportunities for 
action. The delegation continued on to Beijing and participated in the Canada China Business Council AGM 
and roundtable meetings at the Embassy of Canada in China with Global Affairs and Universities Canada.
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Nova Scotia International Education Day in Ottawa - May 
2019
The Nova Scotia International Education Day in Ottawa included meetings and presentations to senior staff 
at Global Affairs Canada (GAC) and Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC), a working luncheon 
with CEOs and Executive Directors from national education associations and an evening reception. 

The evening reception brought together Nova Scotia Members of Parliament and Senators, presidents and 
senior staff from 10 Nova Scotia universities and colleges, international education stakeholders, and members 
of the Ambassadorial community representing over 20 countries. The evening kicked off with remarks 
from the Honourable Labi Kousoulis, the Honourable Bernadette Jordan, and Prof. Dianne Taylor-Gearing, 
President of NSCAD University. Brazilian Study and StayTM student Elder Koch spoke to his experience, and the 
impact of studying in Nova Scotia, and Nigerian Dalhousie student Ogo-oluwa Sobukola played a beautiful 
solo flute piece. The Nova Scotia International Education Day in Ottawa was a true showcase of Nova Scotia’s 
education and training expertise and the unique educational opportunities available in the province—to both 
strengthen current partnerships and to build new ones. 

Airport Welcome Desk - August-September 2018
Nova Scotia has a strong history of supporting and welcoming students from across Canada and around the 
world. Running from August 25 to September 2, 2018, the annual Airport Welcome Desk greeted students as 
they touched down at Halifax Stanfield International Airport. Staffed by student ambassadors who spoke over 
15 languages, the desk helped arriving students by providing a welcoming and safe space where travellers 
could contact their family back home, receive a healthy snack and refreshments, access free Wi-Fi, wait for 
transfers to accommodation and ask questions. In 2018, 652 international students visited the desk with 442 
public enquiries over the course of the week. The 2019 Airport Welcome Desk is scheduled for August 23 - 
August 31. 
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Counsellors’ Familarization Tour - July 2018
EduNova and Nova Scotia post-secondary institutions hosted 11 high school counsellors for the 2018 
Counsellor’s Familiarization Tour from July 14–22, 2018. Nine counsellors from the United States (including 
three from Massachusetts, two from Maine, two from Georgia and two from Illinois) joined one counsellor 
from China and one from Kenya for the tour. For the first time, the tour also included two homestay 
coordinators from the Nova Scotia International Student Program (NSISP). These NSISP staff members have 
daily interactions with the international students in the high school program, and a decision was made during 
the annual EduNova planning retreat to include two homestay coordinators on the tour each year pending 
available space. EduNova members indicated that it is essential to provide training for, and to develop contacts 
with, these homestay coordinators so they can provide accurate information about Nova Scotia universities 
and colleges when asked by their international students.

K-12 Nova Scotia International Student Familarization Tours
In November 2018, 44 students from the Nova Scotia International Student Program (NSISP) representing 
13 nationalities were exposed to quality post-secondary options for education and training in Nova Scotia. 
Visiting eight campuses, students experienced Nova Scotia’s culture and warm hospitality. The tour offered 
an insider’s view of Nova Scotian institutions—designed to help students make informed decisions when 
selecting their school of choice. Students’ reception to the program was overwhelmingly positive, with 
97% willing to recommend a future tour to their friends. One hundred and five applications were made to 
universities including at least two to each participating institution. 
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Trade Mission to Cuba - October 2018
Building on the success of the previous three missions to Cuba, EduNova and the Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency (ACOA) led a trade mission to Havana from October 30 to November 3, 2018. Six Atlantic 
Canadian companies attended FIHAV, Havana International Fair—the largest business to business (B2B) fair 
in Cuba. Participating companies built relationships with potential customers, partners, and other Canadian 
companies with the potential of collaborating in entering the Cuban market.

China Curriculum School Mission - October 2018
In October 2018, EduNova led a group of seven Nova Scotia universities to visit 10 Nova Scotia and one 
Ontario curriculum high school in cities across China. Chinese students and their parents participated in a 
combination of public presentations, university fairs, and debate contests. Of the 980 Nova Scotia curriculum 
school graduates in June 2018, 120 articulated to post-secondary education in Nova Scotia—representing 
15% of the students who attended Canadian post-secondary institutions and 12% of the total number of 
Nova Scotia curriculum school graduates. We plan to expand the 2019 tour to include additional Nova Scotia 
curriculum schools not visited in 2018.
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In April, EduNova and eight post-secondary institutions hosted 44 grade 11 students representing 16 different 
nationalities. The students were chosen with the assistance of NSISP and Directors of each of the Regional 
Centres for Education (RCE) in Nova Scotia for the first time. RCE Directors were able to draw on the close 
relationships they developed with these students in each of the Regional Centres for Education and allowed 
us to more accurately choose best-fit students for the tour—those who are most likely to choose to stay in 
Nova Scotia for university or college. The students themselves reported overwhelmingly positive experiences 
with 100% recommending the tour to a friend and 90% rating the tour very good or excellent.



Boston Tree Lighting - November 2018
On November 29, 2018, EduNova led a delegation of five universities to Boston for the Boston Tree Lighting 
event on the 101st Anniversary of the Halifax Explosion. A professional development seminar on study 
opportunities in our province for counsellors featuring Dalhousie University, St. Francis Xavier University, 
Mount Saint Vincent University, NSCAD University and the University of King’s College was conducted in 
advance of the tree lighting.

Each year, the province of Nova Scotia and the City of Boston celebrate the special relationship between 
our two communities by erecting a Christmas tree, which has made its way directly from the forests of Nova 
Scotia, on Boston Common. One hundred and one years ago, Bostonians came to the aid of Halifax residents 
devastated by an accidental explosion, the largest of its kind at that point in history. It is tradition for Nova 
Scotia to donate a Christmas tree to commemorate that act of kindness in our hour of need.

Nova Scotia Education Mission to Ukraine - February 2019
EduNova and eight member schools and universities visited Ukraine in February 2019 at the Study UA and 
Embassy School fairs. EduNova’s members met with hundreds of parents and students in Kiev and Odessa. 
Three school visits to the top international schools in Kiev were supported by the Canadian Embassy in 
Ukraine, and eight education agencies participated in the EduNova-run agent seminar. While overseas, Michael 
Hennigar, Director of International Student Recruitment and Marketing, also conducted market research in 
Latvia, Lithuanian, and Estonia—meeting with various education stakeholders in these three countries.
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Export Internship for Trade Graduates Program
The Export Internship for Trade Graduates program provides a concrete link between recent graduates and 
Nova Scotian employers. The program is administered by EduNova and funded by the Atlantic Canada 
Opportunities Agency (ACOA). The program has assisted eight Nova Scotian companies in engaging recent 
trade graduates for one-year work placements—advancing export sales, initiatives, and strategies in new 
markets. These program graduates have studied in disciplines related to international trade. The program will 
assist a total of 20 graduates in securing their first job in their field of study and will afford them the hands-on 
work experience necessary to launch a career in Nova Scotia. Simultaneously, embedding these graduates in 
Nova Scotian companies will increase the companies’ export success through augmenting the companies’ 
capacity to conduct research, formulate new strategies, and execute plans for company export growth. This 
project aligns with the Atlantic Growth Strategy goals of retaining more skilled talent in our region, connecting 
this talent to local businesses and increasing our region’s global competitiveness. The next cohort of graduates 
is expected to begin employment under the program October-November 2019.

Chinese Government Scholarship 
The Chinese Government Scholarship promotes mutual understanding, cooperation, and exchanges across 
various fields between China and other countries. The Chinese government has set up a series of scholarship 
programs to sponsor international students, teachers, and scholars to study and conduct research at Chinese 
universities. In January 2018, Buddy Walzak, Director of Intergovernmental Affairs of Nova Scotia and Wendy 
Luther, then President & CEO of EduNova, met with Mr. Dai Zhehua, the First Secretary (Education) with the 
Chinese Embassy, regarding the Chinese Government Scholarship—ultimately securing five full scholarships 
from the Chinese government for Nova Scotia students. We had three students from Nova Scotia studying in 
China under the scholarship program in 2018-2019, one student from Dalhousie University and two students 
from NSCAD University. 



Recruitment Missions to Southeast Asia – 
September-November 2018
Student recruitment missions to the Philippines and Vietnam and market research in Laos were held in the fall 
of 2018. They presented an opportunity to specifically target well-qualified students and their parents in large 
numbers and highlight the educational opportunities available to them in Atlantic Canada. The mission was 
very successful as students and parents were lined up and eager to learn about the unique study and work 
options in Atlantic Canada. EduNova’s presence in-market continues to raise the profile of the Atlantic Canada 
brand in Laos, the Philippines, and Vietnam. EduNova plans to return to Southeast Asia in fall 2019.

A comprehensive targeted social media campaign is also being rolled out in-market to follow up on the 
mission. This social media campaign, spearheaded by EduNova, ACOA, and Global Affairs Canada and 
coordinated by Net Natives, provides an ongoing in-market presence to reach potential applicants through 
Facebook advertising.

CBIE and EduNova Reaffirm Collaboration in International 
Education
On the occasion of the Canadian Bureau for International Education (CBIE) Annual Conference in Ottawa in 
November 2018, EduNova renewed its commitment to collaboration with CBIE. Sharing a commitment to 
internationalization, Wendy Luther re-signed EduNova’s Memorandum of Understanding alongside CBIE’s La-
rissa Bezo. EduNova and CBIE agreed to work in collaborative partnership as a platform to share and discuss 
issues affecting international education with members, government and non-government organizations; and 
identify and engage in joint activities to promote the value of international education.
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EduNova Flex Fund Initiatives

10 cities were 
visited

Collaboration 
on eight 
projects in 
2018-2019

The largest project 
included seven 
members traveling 
to NE USA

Over 500 leads 
generated

12 members 
accessed 
the fund for 
international 
outreach



We Celebrate Our Students: Student Success Stories

Six years ago, at the age of 17,  Louisa Esangbedo made the big decision to move to Cape Breton from her hometown in Lagos, 
Nigeria. To this day, she believes that it was one of the best decisions of her life. Louisa obtained her Bachelor’s in Public 
Health from Cape Breton University graduating in 2017. 

“My time at Cape Breton University was a major highlight of my life. During my time there I was actively involved in school life 
by coordinating the international students’ centre, being a Peer Success Coach, organizing multicultural activities, leading 
societies, promoting students’ activities and being involved with the intra-mural activities on campus.” 

Prior to graduation, Louisa was selected to be one of the 2016-2017 Cohort participants for the Stay in Nova Scotia program. 
Being a part of the program, she states, contributed to her success as a young professional in the business world. Louisa 

currently works at Sampson McPhee Law Office in Sydney, Nova Scotia, as a Legal Assistant—while also dedicating some time to volunteering at the Cape Breton Regional 
Hospital ER department where she is a Lead Volunteer. Louisa is also currently one of the Fellows at Venture for Canada. 

“I also recently became a Co-Chair for the Cape Breton Immigrant Advisory Table with the Local Immigration Partnership, and I am excited to give back to the Island in 
whatever way I can. One thing I can say for sure is every experience and position I ever had at school or work has positively contributed something to my life. I have learnt 
so much, and I still have room to learn so much more.”

Name: Louisa (Eseosa) Esangbedo
Country of Origin: Nigeria
School: Cape Breton University 
Program: Bachelor of Public Health
Mentor: Sasha Sears, Program Manager, National Connector Program, Halifax Partnership
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Guillaume Fleury, originally from Les Andelys—a small town in France, graduated from Mount Saint Vincent University with 
a Bachelor of Secondary Education with a Senate Award of Distinction as well as the Kappa Gamma Pi Award in May 2019. 
Being from a small town and a different country, Guillaume never expected to be acknowledged for his work at school or in 
the community. Before coming to Canada, Guillaume says he never knew what “community” was. Stating that he knew the 
word, but didn’t know what it truly meant, “I saw my friends get involved in various associations to try to make a change and 
make a better place of wherever they went. I wanted to be one of them.”
 
Guillaume volunteered at the MSVU Pride Centre where he met many people, listened to many stories and supported those 
he could by listening. Also a member of the Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development at MSVU, Guillaume 
organized professional workshops for educators, and decided to join the Board of Directors for NS Canadian Parents for 

French, an association promoting French language.

“I didn’t just discover what a community meant, I discovered that there are many communities and that I can impact them.”

Participating in the 2018-2019 Atlantic Canada Study and StayTM - Nova Scotia program provided him with support and professional help through various workshops and 
social networking events.

“When I had doubts and questions about my future profession, I could always rely on my mentor and her past experiences to enlighten me. Now I am confident that 
wherever I go, I’ll make my own path and that if help is needed along the way, I’ll always know who to turn to.”

Name: Guillaume Fleury
Country of Origin: France
School: Mount Saint Vincent University
Program: Bachelor of Education 
Mentor: Donna-Lynn Leblanc, Director of Student Services, East Coast Language College (ECLC)

We Celebrate Our Students: Student Success Stories
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Jason came to Canada almost two years ago and is now a third-year student studying finance, information systems, and 
sociology at Saint Mary’s University. Jason is highly involved in the community, volunteering with ISANS and Fusion. 
Participating in various society events on campus, he joined SAGA (Student Acting for Global Awareness) and hosted the 
International Night. Recently nominated and elected to the board of SMUSA (student association) and the president of Halifax 
ToastMasters at SMU club, Jason continues to demonstrate his personal and professional growth.  

The road to success, however, was not perfectly paved.

“It was when I was struggling and didn’t know where to start that EduNova came across to help. Through its Study and StayTM 
program, I was able to picture a career path and gain some basic incentives. There were many 101 workshops for various 

needs. For example, the resume workshop not only taught me different formats of writing a resume but also gave me an idea of what skills are demanded in my ideal 
industry. Moreover, the connection with senior students in the Atlantic Canada Study and StayTM - Nova Scotia program is incredibly helpful since it can provide industry 
insights through people we know personally.”

Jason believes that EduNova not only supports his professional growth, but also personal growth. Having retreats and dinners together with other peers from different 
schools across Nova Scotia created a strong sense of belonging during the stage when Jason says they all could have felt lonely. Jason is currently running a start-up and 
knows that with EduNova’s support, he is not alone. 

Name: Jason (Chenping) Yi
Country of Origin: China
School: Saint Mary’s University
Program: Bachelor of Finance and Information System, minor in Sociology
Year of Study: Third Year

We Celebrate Our Students: Student Success Stories
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EduNova StudenWe Celebrate Our Members: Member Highlights 2018-2019
This year was an exciting one for Class Afloat as we set sail from Amsterdam with an international crew of 60 students. Thanks in part to the ongoing support of EduNova, 
including two flex funding projects over the past year that allowed us to increase brand recognition within the international community, nearly half our crew came from 
outside Canada – what a milestone!

In many ways, this year’s crew exemplified the meaning of experiential education, taking the lessons learned inside the classroom and using them to better serve our 
global community. Early on in the year, our youngest crew member, French student Thomas Lesage, founded the non-profit organization Children for the Oceans. During 
his semester at sea with Class Afloat, Thomas presented to over 200 students in 5 countries, speaking about ways in which children everywhere can play a part in protecting 
the world’s oceans. 

As the diversity of our crew continues to grow, students are, more than ever, coming together as instigators of positive change with a shared goal of creating a healthier 
planet for all to enjoy. We are extremely grateful for the role EduNova has played in allowing us to expand our recruitment efforts so that students outside Canada have 
the opportunity to join our community and participate in a life-changing journey with Class Afloat. This will undoubtedly serve to enrich our community and add to the 
learning experience of everyone on board.
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EduNova Studen

Landmark East is an international independent day and boarding school in Wolfville, NS. For 40 years we have been changing the lives of students with learning 
differences. Our dedicated staff and small class sizes create the perfect environment for students to reach their full potential.  We pride ourselves in being able to provide 
quality academic programs and personal growth experiences. 

Small classes = big results! At Landmark East the average class is only five students and we offer intensive daily support. We are extremely proud of our internationally 
awarded Spark Fit program that helps to improve attention, focus and mood. It is proven that this program improves grades, too. 

The learning goes far beyond the classroom, including trips to the Greenwood Aviation museum, Air Force Military Base, Brigadoon Village, Robotics and Math Buffet at 
Acadia University, and many more.  Students had the opportunity this year to participate in the Roots of Empathy Program, Arts and Writing Workshops including sessions 
with world famous anthropologist and primatologist, Dr. Jane Goodall.

Students at Landmark East also give back to their community. From volunteering weekly at the Wolfville Elms Nursing Home, participating in the great NS Pick me Up, 
helping to make Wolfville a cleaner community, and sharing their local talents.

Our students competed, and received awards at the Regional Science Fair, Debate Club and the Rotary Adventure Citizenship in Ottawa.

We Celebrate Our Members: Member Highlights 2018-2019
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EduNova Studen

In the Spring of 2018, Canadian Language Learning College (CLLC) Halifax was excited to welcome 12 select agents to Halifax from around the world. After having first 
visited CLLC Toronto and CLLC Ottawa, the agents enjoyed two days experiencing the city, its fine restaurants and east coast culture.

Their schedule included dinner at an elegant French Bistro, a downtown walking tour, a meet and greet at the CLLC Halifax campus as well as a few presentations from key 
CLLC staff members. The participants remain great friends of CLLC to this day.

Along with hosting a FAM Tour in 2018, CLLC also spent time travelling overseas and continuing to build relationships with key partners in Mexico, Turkey and the Middle 
East. 

As always, 2019 has seen fluctuations in student nationalities. With the recent happenings in the KSA, the number of Saudi Arabian students has dropped across Canada, 
however, the removal of international fees by the Halifax Regional Centre for Education has led to an increase in interest from a variety of other nationalities. It remains to 
be seen what the impact will be, however, CLLC is making preparations and will enthusiastically welcome all students in the city for this reason.

We Celebrate Our Members: Member Highlights 2018-2019
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Mount Saint Vincent University. When you think about the advantages of a western educational system, in addition to the many world-leading research projects, one 
of the first things that we think of is the practical, creative methodology that many professors adopt in their teaching. The project led by Assistant Professor, Child & Youth 
Study, Shane Theunissen is such a testament to that argument.

“The best way to teach is often applying it in a real-life setting,” said Theunissen. “Because those are the things that the students are going to be able to remember. 
Marginalized youth don’t have access to the resources the majority of the population have. And they don’t see themselves contributing to the society in valuable ways.The 
boat building program wasn’t just about building a boat. It became about building confidence.”

Theunissen started the program a year ago collaborating with a local museum in Nova Scotia. The program brings the museum, marginalized youth, and students from 
the Department of Child and Youth Studies at MSVU together to build a 12-foot-long wooden row boat. It aims to help marginalized youth build their confidence and give 
the students at the Mount the opportunity to learn how to provide a safe and diverse environment for youth.

Theunissen argues that the best way to help youth that are marginalized in the long term is to teach them skills that would allow them to contribute to society and to find 
that cultural identity themselves. “If you give someone a fish, I feed you for one day; but if I teach you how to fish, I feed you forever.”

We Celebrate Our Members: Member Highlights 2018-2019
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       2018

 
 
               $756,505.00
              $639,873.00
                   $4,948.00

Draft - EduNova Statement of Financial Position
As of March 31      2019

Assets
Current
     Cash and Cash Equivalents   $1,423,577.00
     Accounts Receivable   $376,469.00
     Prepaids     $7,755.00

Liabilities
Current
     Payables and Accruals      $342,300.00
     Deferred Revenues        $592,441.00
         $934,741.00

      $1,807,801.00
Capital Assets             $1,081.00
      $1,808,882.00

Net Assets
Unrestricted net assets   $874,141.00

       $1,401,326.00
                   $966.00
       $1,402,292.00

            $215,441.00
             $429,614.00
       $645,055.00

      $757,237.00
      $1,808,882.00         $1,402,292.00
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EduNova Board of Directors 2018-2019

Professor Dianne 
Taylor-Gearing
President, NSCAD 
University
Chair 

Robert Batherson
Entrepreneur

Paul Millman
Executive Director,
Nova Scotia 
International 
Student Program
Vice-Chair

Don Bureaux
President, Nova 
Scotia Community 
College 
Treasurer

Saeed El-Darahali
President & CEO, 
SimplyCast

Kent MacDonald
President & Vice 
Chancellor, 
St. Francis Xavier 
University

Sheila Nunn
President & 
CEO, East Coast 
Language College

26 EduNova Annual Report  
2018 - 2019



EduNova Annual Report  
2018 - 2019 27

EduNova Operations Committee 2018-2019

Chris Strickey 
Director, Admissions 
& Development, 
King’s Edgehill 
School 
Recruitment 
Committee Chair

Katie Orr
Director, 
International, 
Nova Scotia 
Community College  
Chair

Cynthia Murphy
Director, 
International 
Centre, Dalhousie 
University

Hughie Batherson
Vice Rector, 
Recruitment 
& Partnership, 
Université Sainte-
Anne

Paula Barry Mercer 
Associate 
Vice-President, 
Student Experience, 
Mount Saint Vincent 
University  
Vice-Chair



We Thank Our 2018-2019 Members for Their Continued 
Support

Cape Breton University  
is an Atlantic Canadian post-secondary leader, with 

an international focus. 

Acadia University ranks among Canada’s 
best, recognized for teaching and academic 

excellence through a personalized educational 
experience.

Atlantic School of Theology is a Canadian public 
ecumenical university that provides graduate-level 
theological education and undertakes research to 

assist students to prepare for Christian ministries and 
other forms of public leadership. 

With campuses in the heart of Halifax and 
Truro, Nova Scotia, Dalhousie University is 
one of Canada’s leading research-intensive 

universities. 

Mount Saint Vincent University 
gives you the best-personalized learning 

experience and opportunity to conduct world-
class research.

Part of Nova Scotia’s cultural landscape since 
1887, NSCAD University is Canada’s premier 

university dedicated to advancing the visual arts. 
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EduNova Members 2018-2019

Saint Mary’s
university

Nova Scotia Community College is 
committed to building our economy and 

quality of life through education and 
innovation. 

The University of King’s College, Canada’s 
oldest chartered post-secondary institution. 

Saint Mary’s University offers a truly 
international education experience; with 30% of 

students coming from outside Canada to study in 
all the institution’s academic disciplines.

Université Sainte-Anne
Une université axée sur la réussite et l’engagement 

des étudiantes et des étudiants.

St. Francis Xavier University combines the three things students 
want: an outstanding reputation, high-quality learning, and an 

extraordinary residential community. 



EduNova Members 2018-2019

Canadian Language Learning College’s genuine and caring team 
guarantees you will experience the best Canadian education in a 

friendly personalized setting.

East Coast Language College (ECLC) is a warm, welcoming ESL school 
where motivated students achieve academic excellence and personal 

success. 

Halifax Language Institute of Canada. At HLIC, our mission is to 
provide students with unique communication programs that will 
improve their English language proficiency, confidence, fluency, 

and accuracy. We strive to provide all of our students with the skills 
necessary to succeed in a personal, academic and/or professional 

capacity. 

The International Centre for EAP (ICEAP) is a language centre located 
in Glace Bay, Nova Scotia and on the Cape Breton University (CBU) 

campus in Sydney, Nova Scotia, Canada. The centre offers English for 
Academic Preparation to international students who wish to enter 

university, but lack the required English proficiency.
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EduNova Members 2018-2019

Nova Scotia
International 

Student 
Program

Founded in 1984, Class Afloat-West Island College International has 
a thirty-year history of inspiring young people to excel academically, 

becoming global citizens as they explore the world. 

King’s-Edgehill School. Attracting students from around the globe, 
Canada’s oldest private school challenges scholars to learn, lead and 

change the world. 

Landmark East School has been making a difference in the lives of 
students with language and learning differences since 1979. 

The Nova Scotia International Student Program offers a superior 
educational experience province-wide to students 8-18 years old.



We Thank Our 2018-2019 Partners for Their Continued 
Support

Government of Canada Province of Nova Scotia
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EduNova in the News

In 2018-2019, EduNova has been featured over 27 times across print and digital newspapers, magazines, radio, and television. 

The following captures some of EduNova’s recent media coverage.

Program Works to 
Retain International 

Graduates
- CTV News Atlantic 

EduNova extends Stay in 
Nova Scotia program 

- The PIE News

The Road to Retention  
- Halifax Chamber of 

Commerce

Now or Never Five 
years later: Province 

making progress on 10 
of 19 Ivany goals

- The Chronicle Herald

More international 
students choosing 
to stay in N.S. after 

studies 
- CBC
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2018 Higher 
Education Year in 

Review
- Academica



EduNova Marketing Highlights 2018-2019

Supported by the ACOA/EduNova Program Fund, EduNova worked with 3 
O’clock Marketing to create 93 marketing pieces and digital content to push 

out through EduNova’s social media channels over the next 12 months.

Designed to inform Chinese parents and students when selecting their 
school of choice, the magazine includes brief rundowns of each post-sec-

ondary institution in Nova Scotia. It highlights innovative research projects 
occurring at institutions across the province, and Chinese student success 
stories–showcasing a connection between Nova Scotia and China across 

student recruitment, retention, and cultural exchange. The magazine’s 
interviews were conducted by Lu Xu, Stay in Nova Scotia and EduNova 

alumni and masters of journalism graduate. The magazine’s graphic design 
was led by Jiani Wen, Stay in Nova Scotia and EduNova alumni and NSCAD 

interdisciplinary design graduate.

Nova Scotia Connections: China MagazineEduNova Marketing Collateral
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
IN NOVA SCOTIA

EduNova’s international student retention 

programs have supported over 200 

students to make Nova Scotia their home 

post-graduation. 

An innovative hub for collaborative 

recruitment and retention efforts, Nova 

Scotia is stronger when we work together.

C
LO

SE
 

TO
 15,000

CONTRIBUTE MORE THAN

$400,000,000
TO OUR ECONOMY.
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